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Principal’s Message 
 
As we come to the end of Term 3, I would like to thank our students, 
staff, and whānau for another busy and successful term. From 
classroom learning and school trips to sporting, cultural, and leadership 
opportunities, our students have embraced every opportunity with 
enthusiasm and determination. 
 
One of the highlights has been the AIMS Games. We are incredibly 
proud of all the students who represented St Thomas’s School and the 
way they demonstrated resilience, sportsmanship, and teamwork. A big 
thank you also goes to our staff, coaches and parent volunteers who 
helped make these opportunities possible. 
 
Many of our students will finish the Term with another planting day at 
Kepa Bush. It is wonderful to see the impact this work is having, with 
native plants flourishing and more birdlife returning to the area. Thank 
you to our Environment Team for their ongoing leadership of this 
important kaupapa. 
 
As part of our commitment to sustainability, we have made the decision 
to discontinue EZLunch from the end of this term. While appreciated by 
many families, the service generates a significant amount of rubbish 
and plastic packaging, often filling bins across the school. This decision 
supports our goal of reducing waste and caring for our environment. 
 
As we begin planning for next year, I would also like to remind families 
that if you have a younger sibling due to start school in Year 0 or Year 
1 in 2027 and you live out of zone, an application will need to be 
submitted to be included in our Out of Zone Ballot. The ballot closes on 
21 October 2026, so please ensure applications are completed before 
this date. 
 
I hope everyone enjoys a well-deserved holiday break. We look forward 
to welcoming our students back refreshed and ready for an exciting 
Term 4. 
 
 
Ngā mihi nui   
Michael Maher 
Principal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Upcoming Dates 
 

October 
 
12 First Day of Term 4 
15 Whole School Whakatau 9.30am 

(Canopy) 
15 Eastern Zone Volleyball 
16 Mitey Community Afternoon 

1.30pm-2.45pm (School Hall) 
19 Yr 7 & 8 House Assembly 12pm 

(Rangitoto) 
22 Eastern Zone Volleyball 
23 Teacher Only Day 
26 Labour Day Holiday 
27 Eastern Zone Touch Rugby 
30 Yr 1-3 Assembly 9.15am  
           (School Hall) 
 
November 
 
 2 Yr 4-6 Assembly (M5 Hosting) 

11.45am (School Hall)  
 2 Yr 7&8 STS Athletics Day 
10 Yr 5&6 STS Athletics Day 
11 Bay Suburbs Touch Rugby 
11 ESOL Market Day (J1) 
13 Yr 1-3 Assembly 9.15am  
           (School Hall) 
16 Yr 4-6 Assembly (S9&S10 Hosting) 

11.45am (School Hall) 
 
 

Thank you to our Environment Team 
for inspiring us to care for our 

environment and showing that small 
actions can make a big difference. 

Keep up the great work! 
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AIMS Games 2026 
 
What an incredible week it was at the Zespri AIMS 
Games! After months of preparation, training, 
fundraising, organising and plenty of excitement, our 
32 athletes finally travelled down to Tauranga on 
Saturday, ready to take on one of the biggest 
Intermediate Schools sporting events in the country.  
 
Saturday was an exciting start to the week as we 
settled into our accommodation, unpacked, set up 
our houses and got everyone organised for the days 
ahead. We then headed down to the beach for a pizza 
dinner, giving everyone the chance to enjoy some 
downtime together before the competition got 
underway. 
 

Sunday saw our girls take to the netball courts for their first taste 
of AIMS Games competition. They were thrown straight into some 
tough opposition but showed plenty of determination and resilience. 
Despite a challenging start, they didn't let it affect their spirits and 
we soon found ourselves heading off to the AIMS Games Opening 
Ceremony.  
 
The Opening Ceremony was one of the highlights of the week. To 
see our students surrounded by thousands of talented young 
athletes from schools across New Zealand was an incredible 
experience. The atmosphere was electric, and it was a special 
opportunity for our students to appreciate just how big this event 
really is. We heard some fantastic stories and messages from 
sporting personalities, including Kurt Eklund from the Blues, Jaymie 
Kolose from the Blues Women, Amelia Walmsley from the Silver 
Ferns and Francis de Vries from Auckland FC & All Whites. The 
students also loved watching Frankie Venter perform. It was a 
brilliant way to officially kick off the week.  

 
Monday to Friday was then all about competition. Our netball, 
football and basketball teams were thrown into some seriously 
high-level sporting contests, competing against schools from 
all over the country. There were some fantastic wins, some 
tough losses and plenty of moments that tested our students, 
but what remained consistent throughout the entire week was 
the team spirit. 
 
It was awesome to see our students getting stuck into every 
game, backing each other, celebrating the wins and picking 
each other up after the tougher moments. They continued to 
push themselves, learn from their experiences and compete 
with pride. We were particularly proud of the way they conducted themselves away from the playing fields too, 
showing respect, independence and responsibility throughout the week. 
 



 
 “Changing Learning for a Changing World” 
 
AIMS Games is about so much more than the results. It gave our students the opportunity to experience high-
level competition, meet athletes from around the country, challenge themselves outside of their comfort zones 
and develop skills that extend well beyond the sporting arena. They learnt about teamwork, resilience, 
independence, sportsmanship and what it means to commit to a goal and work hard to achieve it. 
  

 

 
 
 
 
We are incredibly proud of all 32 of our athletes. Every single student worked so hard to prepare for this event 
and then gave everything they had once they arrived in Tauranga. They represented St Thomas's with pride, 
enthusiasm and plenty of heart, and we couldn't have asked for a better group to take away. 
 
A huge thank you also goes to all of our families, parent helpers, supporters, coaches, managers and staff who 
helped make this experience possible. There is an enormous amount of work that goes on behind the scenes to 
get 32 students to an event of this scale, and we are incredibly grateful for everyone's support. 
 
What a week. What an experience. 
Ka mau te wehi, St Thomas's! 
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Kohimarama House – Term 3 House Cup Winners! 
 
Congratulations to Kohimarama House, our Term 3 House Cup Winners!  
 
Students in Kohimarama House have demonstrated outstanding Respect, Resilience, and Responsibility 
throughout the term, earning the highest number of house tokens for their efforts. 
 
The House Cup will now stay with Kohimarama House during Term 4. The house that holds the cup at the end 
of Term 4 will be crowned the overall winners and will have their house name engraved on the cup for 2026. 
Well done, Kohimarama House! Keep up the fantastic work.  
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A Very Special Surprise at St Thomas’s 
 
Sometimes the best moments are the ones no one sees coming!  
 
This week, our students thought they were heading to a regular whole-school 
assembly. As everyone gathered, there was a growing sense that something a little 
different was happening. A glimpse of an Auckland FC jersey around the school had 
a few curious students wondering what was going on, but the secret remained safe 
until the big reveal! 

We were thrilled to welcome Francis de Vries from Auckland FC to St Thomas’s 
for a very special visit. Francis shared the story of his football journey, from 
kicking a ball around with friends at primary school to competing at the highest 
level of the game and working towards representing New Zealand at the FIFA 
World Cup. 
 
It was fascinating to hear about the people who have supported and inspired 
Francis throughout his career, along with the dedication, hard work, and 
commitment that have helped him reach his goals. One message that really 
resonated with our students was hearing that his football journey began simply 
by kicking a ball around with his mates at primary school. It was a powerful 
reminder that big sporting dreams can start with something as simple as having 
a go, enjoying the game, and spending time with friends. 
 
Our students were outstanding throughout the 
session, listening carefully, asking thoughtful 
questions, and soaking up every word. There 

were plenty of smiles and excited faces as they heard firsthand what it is like 
to pursue a career in professional football and what it takes to achieve success 
at the highest level. 
 
As if the afternoon wasn’t exciting enough, one lucky student from each class 
was selected for some special one-on-one time with Francis. They had the 
opportunity to chat with him, take a photo together, and have a special item 
signed. There were certainly some very happy students heading back to class 
afterwards! 

 
A huge thank you to Francis de Vries and Auckland FC for taking the time to visit 
our school and create such a memorable experience for our students. We are 
incredibly grateful for the opportunity and proud of the way our students 
embraced the visit. Opportunities like this inspire our tamariki to dream big, work 
hard, and believe in themselves. Francis's story showed our students that every 
journey starts somewhere, and that with dedication, perseverance, and support 
from others, big dreams really can become reality. Who knows? Perhaps one of 
our own St Thomas's students will one day be representing New Zealand on the 
world stage too. 
 
What an incredible afternoon and a very special memory for our St Thomas's 

students! 
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St Thomas’s School Netball Season 
 
Another successful netball season has come to an end! From May to August, 14 teams proudly represented St 
Thomas’s School from Year 2 to Year 8, including three new teams. Players enjoyed great games, developed 
new skills, and built lasting friendships throughout the season. 
 
A huge thank you to our parent and student volunteer coaches and managers. Your time, commitment, and 
enthusiasm made the season possible. 
 
Year 7 Wild Lightning 
 
The Year 7 Wild Lightning team was invited to the 
Auckland Netball Prize Giving after an outstanding 
season. They finished runners-up in their 
championship grade and were promoted to a 
higher grade after Round One. Thank you to coach 
Kayla and the supportive families and friends who 
encouraged the team throughout the season.  
 
Year 5 Sporty Spices 
 
The Year 5 Sporty Spices enjoyed a fantastic season, participating in three tournaments while developing strong 
friendships, teamwork, and confidence. Thank you to all our parents and supporters for cheering the team on 
every step of the way. 
 
Bay Suburbs Hockey Tournament 
 
What an awesome day of hockey we had at Lloyd Elsmore Park for the Bay Suburbs Hockey Tournament! We 
took two teams along for the day, with both our Competitive Team and Development Team taking to the turf 
ready to put their skills to the test. 
 
Both teams battled hard throughout the tournament and showed fantastic determination in every game. We 
came away with a great mix of wins, draws, and losses, with plenty of close and exciting matches along the 
way. It was fantastic to see the students continuing to push themselves, work together, and apply the skills 
they have been developing at trainings. 
 
For our Development Team in particular, it was a great opportunity to gain valuable tournament experience and 
build confidence against different opposition. By the end of the day, both teams had added plenty of new skills 
and experiences to their hockey toolkit, and it was awesome to see how much they grew throughout the 
tournament. 
 
A huge thank you to Jess and Anton for giving up their time to help coach, support, and manage our teams 
throughout the day. Your help made such a difference and was hugely appreciated. 
 
We are incredibly proud of all our hockey players for their effort, sportsmanship, and positive attitudes. They 
represented St Thomas's with pride and gave everything they had on the turf. Ka pai, team! What an awesome 
day of hockey! 
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Celebrating Success on the World Stage! 
 
We are incredibly proud to celebrate the achievements of two of our St 
Thomas’s students who have recently represented New Zealand in Brazilian 
Jiu-Jitsu. 
 
Jordi recently competed in one of the largest Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu competitions 
in the world in Las Vegas, featuring more than 12,000 competitors across over 
60 competition mats. Facing some extremely tough competition, Jordi gave it 
his all and showcased tremendous determination, skill and resilience 
throughout the event. His hard work paid off with an incredible Silver Medal, 
which he proudly brought home to New Zealand. What an outstanding 
achievement on the international stage! 
 
Not to be outdone, Eric also delivered a remarkable performance at a recent 
competition, winning two Gold Medals across the Gi and No Gi divisions. After 
a dominant display on the mats, Eric has shown he is more than ready to take 
on the challenge of competing internationally in Las Vegas and representing 
New Zealand. 

 
These achievements are a testament to the countless hours 
of training, perseverance, and commitment both students 
have invested in their sport. We are incredibly proud of 
Jordi and Eric for representing themselves, their families, 
our school, and New Zealand with such excellence. 
 
Congratulations, Jordi and Eric! Your success is an 
inspiration to our St Thomas’s community, and we can't 
wait to see what you achieve next. 
 
 

 
Win with Words Success 
 
Stories have a wonderful way of sparking imagination and bringing ideas to life. Recently, several of our talented 
intermediate students were recognised at the Win with Words Awards Evening, a short story writing competition 
organised by St Heliers Library. 
 
Congratulations to Finn Elsmore, who achieved 3rd Place, and to Sithev, Angelo, Chloe, and Kirsten, who were 
all awarded Highly Commended for their creative writing. 
 
We are incredibly proud of these students for sharing their imagination and representing St Thomas’s School so 
well. 
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Growing our Native Bush 
 
As we come to the end of the term, our students are heading out for another planting day. What started as 
small native plants a few years ago is now growing into thriving bush areas around our school and local 
community. 
 
St Thomas’s has been involved in restoring Kepa Bush for several years, and it’s exciting to see the difference 
this work is making. The young trees we planted are growing taller, the bush is becoming healthier, and more 
native birds are finding their way back to the area. 
 
Earlier this week, a kākā was spotted nearby, something that would have been very unusual not so long ago. 
There are also more breeding pairs of kererū in Kepa Bush than in previous years. Moments like these remind 
us that every plant put in the ground is helping create a better environment for our local wildlife. 
 
Seeing these changes firsthand is incredibly rewarding, and it's wonderful for our students to know that their 
hard mahi is helping nature thrive for future generations.  
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Year 0 and Year 1 Zoo Adventure 
 
On Wednesday 9 September, our Year 0 and Year 1 students enjoyed a wonderful day at the zoo as part of 
their learning about animal habitats. It was a fantastic opportunity for the children to see a wide variety of 
animals up close and observe how they live in different environments. 
 
With beautiful sunshine throughout the day, the weather was perfect for exploring and discovering new things. 
The students had an amazing time and thoroughly enjoyed this exciting hands-on learning experience, creating 
memories that will last for a long time. 
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Philosophy Learning Extension Programme (Year 5-8) 
 
Over the past few weeks, our Philosophy Learning Extension Programme students have been exploring some 
fascinating big questions with no easy answers. From discussions about responsibility and identity to tackling 
tricky ethical dilemmas, our young philosophers have been challenged to think deeply and consider the world 
from different perspectives. 

 
Through thought-provoking scenarios, lively 
debates, and meaningful conversations, students 
learnt how to question, reason, listen respectfully 
to others, and explain their thinking. Philosophy 
isn't about finding one right answer. It's about 
being curious, asking questions, and exploring 
ideas in new ways. 
 
We are incredibly proud of our thoughtful, 
curious, and respectful philosophy club graduates 
and the enthusiasm they brought to every 
session.  
 
 
 

What our philosophers had to say: 
 
"There was lots of deep thinking. I am the next 
Plato!" - Madeleine 
 
"I loved learning about the Ship of Theseus and 
equality vs equity." – Lydia 
 
"This class made me think about the true 
wonders of the world. If no one asks the 
questions, what will we find out?" – Anonymous 
 
"It was a really fun class and I enjoyed learning 
about how sometimes it's okay to lie!" – Katie 
 
"It made me think deeper about certain 
questions we ask every day." - Aliyah 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Our Year 4 students have been busy working on their marine mammal
inquiry projects this term.

In groups, they chose a marine mammal to research, worked together
to organise their learning, and created an information presentation

and display or model to share.

They then had the chance to present their projects to students from
Years 0–5. 

It was fantastic to see their teamwork, creativity and independence
shine through. They worked hard, shared responsibilities and were

proud to share what they had learnt.

Year 4 had a fantastic day out at Kelly Tarlton’s exploring
the weird and wonderful world of our oceans. 

It was a great way to bring our learning to life, with the
children enjoying seeing the animals up close and learning
more about how they live, move and survive in the ocean.

It was lovely to see everyone so curious and engaged!

A big thank you to our wonderful parent helpers for coming
along and helping make the day possible.

Year 4 under the sea
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Lost Property Reminder 

 
Our lost property collection has now been moved to the School Office. 
We currently have many uniform items in our lost property, particularly 
sweatshirts, that are unable to be returned because they are not named. 
 
If your child is missing a uniform item, lunchbox, drink bottle, or other 
belongings, please pop in and check. We also kindly ask families to 
ensure all uniform items are clearly named, making it much easier for 
lost items to be returned to their owners.  
 
For families looking for a convenient labelling option, iron-on name 
labels can be purchased here: 
https://preciouslabels.co.nz/collections/iron-on-name-labels  
Thank you for your support! 

 
 
STS News 
 
To watch the 58th episode of the series, click HERE. 
 
To watch the 57th episode of the series, click HERE. 
 
To watch the 56th episode of the series, click HERE. 
 
 
Please See Our Website for Details About:  
 
Clubs and activities:  
https://www.stthomas.school.nz/clubs-and-activities/ 
 

Community notices:  
https://www.stthomas.school.nz/community-notices/ 
 

School holiday programme:  
https://www.stthomas.week.nz/school-holiday-
programmes/ 
 

Music lessons right at 
school ��� Complement your child's school 
experience with music lessons! Piano, guitar, 
bass, drums, and violin lessons available at 
school, helping students build confidence, 
creativity, and lifelong skills.���� Enrol 
here: https://musiceducation.co.nz/pages/mis-
enrolment 

 

https://preciouslabels.co.nz/collections/iron-on-name-labels
https://youtu.be/v0insnyQWKs
https://youtu.be/_h21Z1HiXro
https://youtu.be/JUG02Xjupqg
https://www.stthomas.school.nz/clubs-and-activities/
https://www.stthomas.school.nz/community-notices/
https://www.stthomas.school.nz/school-holiday-programmes/
https://www.stthomas.school.nz/school-holiday-programmes/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__musiceducation.co.nz_pages_mis-2Denrolment&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=WlNeYRqXNQXrvX2Wf7hiaAXGCi00L8H4d7Rp0Y38Ta8&m=lfTT6ObMmvlZVtpk133mro9l_gK2Cz8XiFZButP9TTrCf6ZSOYv3z-ztB_vkAOMn&s=wE0iNew-vAQktuiHFRMnBeKlwyvcj5olV0LB5uNzGEg&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__musiceducation.co.nz_pages_mis-2Denrolment&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=WlNeYRqXNQXrvX2Wf7hiaAXGCi00L8H4d7Rp0Y38Ta8&m=lfTT6ObMmvlZVtpk133mro9l_gK2Cz8XiFZButP9TTrCf6ZSOYv3z-ztB_vkAOMn&s=wE0iNew-vAQktuiHFRMnBeKlwyvcj5olV0LB5uNzGEg&e=


This terms House Assembly was run by Pohutukawa House. They shared their chant, an experiment they did on our school
pohutukawa tree, and sang a song. All students did a fantastic job of representing their house with pride.

A big thank you to the Pohutukawa parents for coming to 
support their children wearing Pohutukawa Red proudly! 

Congratulations to the following award winners:

Respect: Adore (Year 7), Lincolm (Year 8)
Responsibility: Cameron (Year 7), Peleg (Year 8)
Resilience: Quinn (Year 7), Gloria (Year 8)

ST THOMAS’SST THOMAS’S

INTERMEDIATEINTERMEDIATE

ST THOMAS’S
INTERMEDIATE

What’s been happening in our Intermediate School
POHUTUKAWA HOUSE ASSEMBLY

YEAR 7 MARITIME MUSEUM TRIP
The Year 7 classes went to the Maritime Museum in Weeks 8
and 9 of this term as part of their Water Unit tied in with
their ‘Moment in Time’ History Unit.

Each student attended a learning session with one of the
Maritime Museum Educators. In this they learnt about
Migration and the reasons for people migrating to different
countries. They also got to go on an exciting boat trip on the
Ted Ashby, which took us under the Harbour Bridge! At the
end of the day, each group had the opportunity to explore
the Museum.

A huge thank you to all of the adult helpers who came along
on the day!

TREE ADVENTURES

On Tuesday the 15th of September, an excited group of
Year 7 students visited Tree Adventures in Woodhill
Forest, West Auckland. 

Tree Adventures is a high wire, aerial adventure course,
where participants climb ladders, swing on tyres, climb
over obstacles and zoom on flying foxes, at heights up
to 15m off the ground. 

The students attending the trip are taking part in the
William Pike Challenge Award, which requires them to
complete 20 hours of community service, a 20 hour
passion project and 5 outdoor adventures. 

"I loved the challenge of the super high obstacles," said
one student. 

"I like how it felt terrifying even though it was actually
safe!" said another. 

Well done to everyone who came along and gave it a
go. 





Wow, our Rock Stars and Pop
Stars absolutely blew the roof
off the school disco last Friday! 
The dance floor was packed,
the outfits were legendary, 
and the energy was electric.

A massive thank you to the
students & parents who made
incredible decorations and 
helped make sure the whole 
night ran smoothly!

The PTA is on 
Facebook & Instagram
@ StThomasSchoolPTA

Step-A-Thon Success!Mark Your Calendar: Term 4

Total Rockstar Energy - What a Night! 

PTA NEWSPTA NEWSPTA NEWS



KELLY CLUB ST THOMAS’S UPDATE  

Contact:
Phone:
Email:
Website:

Ian Palmquist
021 0803 3666
stthomas@kellyclub.co.nz
kellyclub.co.nz/st-thomas

What’s been happening…

Te Wiki o te Reo Māori 
brought incredible energy 
and deep learning to our 
group! We mastered colours 
through interactive Māori 
rainbows and Four Kākano 
games, explored our roots 
through personal family 
trees, and captured amazing 
talent on camera as we 
filmed our 2026 Stars 
Awards. 

What’s happening in the Holidays!



 

The TRYathlon is all about giving it a TRY and is a 
rewarding and fun day out for everyone. 

Participants need to be aged 7-15 years old on event 
day, and can complete the TRYathlon as an individual 

or in a team of two. 

Our school has created a School Group which you can 
join when you enter from home. Search for St 

Thomas’s School when prompted. By linking to our 
school group it will give us the chance to win some 

great prizes. 

The direct link to register into our school group is 
https://raceroster.com/registration/cbb2bea0-5985-4d5a-868f-

6dd92d22e84b/entry?team=1049408 

Not sure what’s involved?  Simply visit the Official 
Weet-Bix Youtube Channel and select the Sanitarium 
Weet-Bix Kids TRYathlon to check out videos of the 

event and ‘how to’ guides. 

If you have any school related questions please 
contact Kim Chapman on kim@chapman.gen.nz 
otherwise contact the Weet-Bix Kids TRYathlon 
team; email angela@smcevents.co.nz or phone 

0800 WEET BIX (0800 9338 249) 

https://raceroster.com/registration/cbb2bea0-5985-4d5a-868f-6dd92d22e84b/entry?team=1049408
https://raceroster.com/registration/cbb2bea0-5985-4d5a-868f-6dd92d22e84b/entry?team=1049408
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Iu82p3SINgk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Iu82p3SINgk


Crocodiles Gymnastics &Learning Centre 
St Thomas’s School Hall 

     www.crocodilegymnastics.co.nz 
crockogym@gmail.com     Ph: 022 067 3241  

It’s a common belief that doing gymnastics is about learning 
skills.  However, here at Crocodiles Gymnastics we focus on 
children’s overall development including  following instruc-
tions, resilience, focusing, self esteem and confidence. Our 
gymnastic and learning centre runs programs designed for early 
childhood and school age kids.  Our programs are focused on both 
locomotor and cognitive development. Our philosophy is learning 
through fun in a positive, clean and safe environment. The areas of 
locomotor learning are: Spring & Landing, Balance, Rotation, 
Swing, Manipulative Skills, Spatial Awareness and Imaginative 
Play.  The results often start showing soon after they start par-
ticipating. More on our website. 
We are looking forward to seeing you at our class  

We invite you to a 

at 

Crocodiles Gymnastics 
 

Venue: St Thomas’s School Hall 
Time: Saturdays at 11.00 

 

Booking by email is essential 
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