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Principal’s Message 
 
As we move towards the final weeks of Term 3, there is certainly a 
great deal happening around St Thomas’s School. Students and 
staff have been busy taking part in a wide range of learning 
experiences, sporting events, cultural activities, performances, and 
educational trips. It has been wonderful to see so many 
opportunities for our students to learn, grow, and represent our 
school with pride. 
 
One of the highlights of the past fortnight was holding our first 
whole-school assembly under our newly opened canopy. It was an 
impressive sight to see approximately 815 students and staff 
gathered together in one space, sheltered beneath this fantastic 
new addition to our school. The canopy has already proven to be a 
valuable asset, providing a covered area where we can come 
together as a school community regardless of the weather. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
On behalf of the school, I would like to thank our Board, staff, 
families, and wider community for their ongoing support. Projects 
such as the canopy are made possible through the commitment 
and partnership of our school community, and we look forward to 
making great use of this space for assemblies, celebrations, 
performances, and special events for many years to come. 
 
 
 
Ngā mihi nui   
Michael Maher 
Principal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Upcoming Dates 
 
September 
 

04 Yr 1-3 Assembly 
           9.15am-9.45pm (School Hall) 
07 Yr 4-6 Assembly (M6 Hosting) 
           11.45am-12.30pm (School Hall) 
07-11 AIMS Games Mount Maunganui 
08 Bay Suburbs Basketball 
09 Yr 3 Tiritiri Matangi Island Trip 
09 Yr 0 & 1 Zoo Trip 
10 Yr 3 Tiritiri Matangi Island Trip 
10 Yr 7 Maritime Museum Trip 
14 Yr 7 & 8 House Assembly 

(Pohutukawa) 
14 Yr 4 Kelly Tarlton Trip (M4HA & 

M4CH) 
15 Yr 4 Kelly Tarlton Trip (M5KI & 

M5WH)  
15 Yr 5 Auckland Botanic Garden Trip 
15 Board of Trustees Meeting  

              6.30pm (Staffroom) 
16 Yr 5 Auckland Botanic Garden Trip 
17 Yr 7 Maritime Museum Trip 
17 Student Lead Learning Conferences 
18 Yr 1-3 Assembly 
           9.15am-9.45pm (School Hall) 
18 School Disco 5pm (School Hall) 
21 Bay Suburbs Hockey 
25 Last Day of Term 3 

  

Well done to all our cross-country 
runners for representing  

St Thomas’s with determination, 
resilience and pride.  

Ka pai, team!  
 



 
 “Changing Learning for a Changing World” 
 
A Tale of Two Arrivals! 
 
This week, a familiar face from years gone by appeared at the school 
office carrying a library book that had accompanied him through more 
than a few seasons of life. After all this time, it had finally found its 
way back home. 
 
The timing couldn't have been more fitting. 
 
Around the same time, we realised that while Sue Wilkinson quietly 
joined our community as librarian back in Week 2, somehow we had 
yet to properly introduce her in these pages. 
 
So here we are: one long-overdue book returned, one long-overdue 
introduction made, and a gentle reminder that some things are worth 
waiting for. Whether it's returning a borrowed book, reconnecting with 
a place that shaped you, or extending a welcome, it's never too late 
to complete the story. 
 
A belated but very warm welcome to Sue. We are delighted to have her as part of our school community and 
look forward to the many stories yet to unfold in our library. 
 
Year 4 Explore the Hauraki Gulf 
 

Our Year 4 students were excited to welcome the Sir Peter Blake Foundation 
for an engaging and interactive learning experience. Through an immersive 
VR adventure, they explored the wonders of the Hauraki Gulf and discovered 
the marine mammals that call our local waters home. Students learnt about 
the importance of protecting these special creatures and the environment 
they live in. The session sparked plenty of thoughtful questions, curiosity, 
and laughter, making it a memorable day of learning for all! ����������� 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 “Changing Learning for a Changing World” 
 
Principal for a Day! 
 
What would it be like to be Principal for a day? 
 
Last week, Zoey Curd (Year 4) and Flynn Curd (Year 2) had the exciting opportunity to find out! As the lucky 
winners of the Principal for a Day auction prize at our PTA Bingo Night in Term 2, they stepped into the shoes 
of Principal, Michael Maher, for a very special day. 
 
Their busy schedule began with a visit to the office to make sure everything was running smoothly. They then 
met with the Deputy Principals, enjoyed a tour around the school, and got a glimpse of the many things that 
happen behind the scenes each day. Of course, no Principal’s day would be complete without a coffee stop, so 
Zoey and Flynn joined Mr Maher for a visit to the café across the road before heading back to the staffroom for 
morning tea and a chat. 
 
By the end of the day, our young Principals had discovered that school leadership involves much more than just 
sitting behind a desk. They represented our school wonderfully and embraced every part of the experience with 
enthusiasm, curiosity, and plenty of smiles.  
 
Thank you, Zoey and Flynn, for doing such a fantastic job. We hope you enjoyed your day at the helm of St 
Thomas's School!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 “Changing Learning for a Changing World” 
 
Exciting New House Points System Launched! 
 
During our full school assembly on Friday, the students were briefed on 
our new house points system.  
 
We are moving to an exciting, more visual display of our tokens with 
the chance to win the House Cup at the end of each term. Points will 
accumulate throughout the year, and the house that is leading at the 
end of Term 4 will be the final winners of the House Cup, having their 
house name engraved on it! 
 
By showing our school values, students can earn a token in their house 
colour. They are then put into the house tubes located in the library, so 
students can see which house is leading! 
 
The Year 8 students showcased their house chants to the school. They have worked hard to create these chants 
and a house motto which best represent and reflect their school house. They will be teaching the rest of the 
students in their houses over the next few weeks. 
 
We know the students are excited about the new system and have enjoyed seeing it get underway this week! 
 
Year 3 Girls Brave the Fog for Netball Training 
 
A thick blanket of fog covered the courts on Monday, 17 August but our Year 3 netballers weren't deterred! The 
Court Crusaders and Shooting Stars showed wonderful perseverance as they took part in their training session, 
working hard and supporting one another despite the chilly conditions. 
 
A special thank you to our amazing parent helpers for braving the fog alongside the girls. Your support is greatly 
appreciated. Well done, everyone!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 “Changing Learning for a Changing World” 
 
 
 
 
 
Rehu Tai Festival Success 
 
We are incredibly proud of our students who represented St 
Thomas’s School at the Remuera Cluster Rehu Tai Festival and 
Speech Finals showcasing confidence, creativity, and outstanding 
communication skills. 
 
A huge congratulations to Clara Bruce (Year 6),  
Sithev Widanapathirana (Year 7), and Bess Weisz (Year 8) for their 
exceptional performances. Clara impressed the judges with her Flash 
Talk and was awarded 1st Place, while Sithev earned 1st Place in the 
Speech Competition for his inspiring speech, Every Story Has 
Something to Teach Us. Bess represented St Thomas’s with poise 
and passion, delivering a powerful spoken word presentation titled 
My Voice, From Inside a US School. 
 
These achievements reflect the dedication, preparation, and courage 
that all three students brought to the stage. We are immensely proud 
of the way they represented our school and congratulate them on their 
success.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Our Achievements 



 
 “Changing Learning for a Changing World” 
 
MATHEX 2026 
 
Every Term 3, Auckland’s keenest mathematicians head to Barfoot & Thompson Stadium for the Auckland Maths 
Association’s prestigious MATHEX competition, a fast-paced challenge filled with algebraic formulas, geometric 
patterns, and mind-boggling questions. Schools send their best teams to earn a place on the leaderboard, 
tackling 20 questions worth 5 points each, with no opportunity to return to skipped questions. 
 
St Thomas’s School proudly sent two teams, accompanied by Miss Pattullo and Mr Edmondson: 
 

• Year 7: Helen, Daniel, Ah-In and Sithev 
• Year 8: Robbie, Tommy, Peleg, and Hajar 

 
To prepare for the competition, the Year 8 team 
dedicated every spare moment to practising past 
MATHEX papers, even taking on Year 9 and Year 
10 questions. 
 
Competition night brought a lively atmosphere, 
with cheering crowds, excited teams, and the 
pressure of solving problems quickly and 
accurately. Both teams rose to the challenge, 
demonstrating excellent teamwork, perseverance, 
and mathematical thinking. 
 
The Results 

• Year 7: An impressive 45 points in the 7:00 pm round. 
• Year 8: An outstanding 100/100 points in the 8:00 pm round, a feat no St Thomas’s Year 8 team has 

achieved in years! 
 

We are incredibly proud of all our MATHEX competitors for the commitment, teamwork, and determination they 
showed throughout their preparation and on competition night. Congratulations on representing St Thomas’s 
School so well. Ka pai! 
 
Wisdom for Next Year: Talk to your teacher if you want to join, avoid the crowds if you dislike big noise, and 
park uphill at Ashwell Street since the venue only fits school vans. Good luck to future teams! 
 

 



 
 “Changing Learning for a Changing World” 
 
Eastern Zone & Bay Suburbs Cross Country 
 
On Monday 24 August, our top runners from Years 4 to 8 represented St Thomas’s School at the Eastern Zone 
and Bay Suburbs Cross Country event, competing against some of the fastest runners from schools across the 
area. 
 
With favourable weather and an excellent course at Churchill Park Reserve, students had the opportunity to 
challenge themselves and showcase their running abilities. We were incredibly proud of the determination, 
resilience, and effort displayed by every runner as they gave their best throughout the day. Alongside some 
outstanding individual performances, it was wonderful to see students encouraging one another, celebrating 
successes, and demonstrating excellent sportsmanship both on and off the course. 
 
Congratulations to all our competitors for the way they represented St Thomas’s School. You should be extremely 
proud of your achievements. Ka pai, team! What a fantastic day of cross country! 

 
 



 
 “Changing Learning for a Changing World” 
 
Mitey in Action Across Our School 
 
At St Thomas’s School, the Mitey programme continues to support students in developing resilience, wellbeing, 
positive relationships, and a strong sense of belonging. Through a range of engaging, hands-on activities, 
students across different year levels have explored important themes such as kindness, teamwork, empathy, 
inclusion, and understanding their own unique strengths. These learning experiences have encouraged 
meaningful conversations and provided opportunities for students to reflect on how their words and actions can 
positively impact those around them. Here is a snapshot of some of the Mitey learning taking place across our 
school this term.  
 
Year 4 Mitey Marine Inquiry 
 
In Year 4, we have been using Mitey to explore what makes each of us 
unique and how our individual strengths can contribute to a team. 
Through our marine inquiry, students discovered the special strengths 
and adaptations of different marine creatures before reflecting on their 
own amazing qualities. We also created a collaborative kelp forest, with 
each student contributing their individual strengths to show how we are 
stronger when we work together. Students are now using these 
attributes to support their teams as they collaborate on their inquiry 
project. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 5 Mitey ‘Our Living World’ 
 

This term in Year 5, we have witnessed and celebrated a great deal of resilience 
from our students. Through experiences such as speeches and cross country, 
students have been developing their ability to recognise and manage a range 
of emotions while continuing to build a positive, supportive and encouraging 
classroom environment. 
 
Our current topic, ‘Our Living World’, has provided opportunities for students to 
explore different habitats and make meaningful connections to the world around 
them. We have also been considering our own classroom as a ‘habitat’, 
exploring how our environment, relationships and actions contribute to a 
positive and thriving community. 
 
Through drama, role-play and other hands-on learning experiences, students 

have been encouraged to explore these ideas creatively, develop empathy, and make connections between their 
learning and real-life experiences. It has been wonderful to see their confidence, resilience and sense of 
belonging continue to grow throughout the term. 
 



 
 “Changing Learning for a Changing World” 
 
S10 - Bruised Apple Experiment 
 
As part of the Mitey focus - S10 students took part in a thought-provoking Bruised Apple Experiment, exploring 
the impact our words can have on others. As students dropped an apple while saying something negative, they 
discovered that although the apple may have looked fine on the outside, it was bruised and damaged on the 
inside - just like how hurtful words can affect a person’s feelings. The activity sparked some meaningful 
discussions, with students sharing reflections such as, “It might not hurt them on the outside, but it might hurt 
them on the inside,” and “Everyone has feelings.” It was a powerful reminder that our words matter and that 
kindness and respect can make a real difference.  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
S10 - Whispering Tunnel Scenario 
 
S10 students took part in an engaging Whispering Tunnel, designed 
to explore how we can encourage and support someone who is 
feeling upset after a negative situation. In one scenario, a student 
accidentally kicked the ball into the wrong goal. As the student 
walked through the tunnel, classmates on one side whispered 
positive and encouraging words, while those on the other side 
shared negative comments. This powerful activity encouraged 
students to reflect on the impact their words can have on others and 
highlighted the importance of choosing kind, supportive words that 
help lift people up. 
 
S12 - Sea Creature Papier-mâché 
 
As part of our Mitey programme, we learned about positive ways to work with others. We worked in small 
groups to create papier-mâché sea creatures, where we practised teamwork and learned how to overcome 
challenges together.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 “Changing Learning for a Changing World” 
 
S9 & S11 - The Paper Chain Activity 
 
We were able to write down lots of information which we can use later on if we do get bullied. We were able to 
put our paper chains together. Being able to write kind comments to each other was fun.  
 
First paper chain- What is Bullying?  
Second paper chain- What types of bullying are there?  
Third paper chain- What strategies do we have when we are being bullied or when we see bullying 
happening?  
Fourth paper chain- Something we think about our friends and family. 
Fifth paper chain- One way we can show kindness towards others. 
Sixth paper chain- Second way we can show kindness towards others.  
Seventh paper chain- Third way we can show kindness towards others.  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
The activities encouraged students to think about belonging, teamwork and the impact of our individual actions 
on a group. Students developed an understanding that small acts of kindness, encouragement and inclusion can 
make a big difference in creating a safe and supportive classroom environment.  
 
School Donation 2026 
 
The 2026 School Donation is $495 per student. While this donation is voluntary, it plays a vital role in helping 
us provide the high-quality learning experiences and opportunities that enrich education beyond what 
government funding alone can support. 

 
Your contribution helps fund specialist teaching staff, innovative learning 
programmes, curriculum resources, digital technologies, cultural and 
sporting opportunities, student wellbeing initiatives, and enhancements to 
our learning environments. These additional resources ensure that all 
students can benefit from a rich, engaging, and future-focused education. 
 
Many families may be eligible to claim 33.33% of their donation back 
through the IRD Donation Tax Credit scheme, making school 
donations even more affordable. Claims can be submitted easily through 
your myIR account using your donation receipt. 
 

We understand that every family's circumstances are different, so donations can be paid in full or through 
smaller part-payments throughout the year, allowing families to contribute in a way that best suits their 
budget. 
 
School donations can be made online via our shop: �� https://shop.tgcl.co.nz/shop/ Thank you to the 
many families who already support our school through their donations.  
 

https://shop.tgcl.co.nz/shop/


 
 “Changing Learning for a Changing World” 
 
STS News 
 
To watch the 54th episode of the series, click HERE. 
 
To watch the 53rd episode of the series, click HERE. 
 
To watch the 52nd episode of the series, click HERE. 
 
 
Skill Samurai Free Coding & Technology Trial  
 
Calling all St Thomas families! Skill Samurai is offering a FREE coding and technology trial class for students, 
with a limited number of places available. 
 
������������ Friday 26 September 
������� 3:00pm - 4:30pm 
����� Free of charge 
� Limited to 15 students 
 
Skill Samurai is working to make coding and technology education more affordable for our community. The 
more students who enrol after the trial, the lower the weekly class cost becomes for everyone: 
 

• 10 students enrolled: Classes reduce to $40 per week 
• 15 students enrolled: Classes reduce to $35 per week 

 
Places are allocated on a first-come, first-served basis, so be sure to register early. 
�� Book your free trial today: https://skillsamurai.co.nz/st-thomas  
 
Let's work together to help make technology education accessible and affordable for more students! 
 
 
Please See Our Website for Details About:  
 
Clubs and activities:  
https://www.stthomas.school.nz/clubs-and-activities/ 
 

Community notices:  
https://www.stthomas.school.nz/community-notices/ 
 

School holiday programme:  
https://www.stthomas.week.nz/school-holiday-
programmes/ 
 

Music lessons right at 
school ��� Complement your child's school 
experience with music lessons! Piano, guitar, 
bass, drums, and violin lessons available at 
school, helping students build confidence, 
creativity, and lifelong skills.���� Enrol 
here: https://musiceducation.co.nz/pages/mis-
enrolment 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bEBpLQ9lapw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R3xCh6hVrZ0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0w-1ODhcVsQ
https://skillsamurai.co.nz/st-thomas
https://www.stthomas.school.nz/clubs-and-activities/
https://www.stthomas.school.nz/community-notices/
https://www.stthomas.school.nz/school-holiday-programmes/
https://www.stthomas.school.nz/school-holiday-programmes/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__musiceducation.co.nz_pages_mis-2Denrolment&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=WlNeYRqXNQXrvX2Wf7hiaAXGCi00L8H4d7Rp0Y38Ta8&m=lfTT6ObMmvlZVtpk133mro9l_gK2Cz8XiFZButP9TTrCf6ZSOYv3z-ztB_vkAOMn&s=wE0iNew-vAQktuiHFRMnBeKlwyvcj5olV0LB5uNzGEg&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__musiceducation.co.nz_pages_mis-2Denrolment&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=WlNeYRqXNQXrvX2Wf7hiaAXGCi00L8H4d7Rp0Y38Ta8&m=lfTT6ObMmvlZVtpk133mro9l_gK2Cz8XiFZButP9TTrCf6ZSOYv3z-ztB_vkAOMn&s=wE0iNew-vAQktuiHFRMnBeKlwyvcj5olV0LB5uNzGEg&e=


SSTT  TTHHOOMMAASS’’ SS 
II NNTTEERRMMEEDDII AATTEE 

What’s been happening in our Intermediate School 

HISTORY 
 
This term, students have had History introduced to our learning programme through our Discovery Lab learning. Each 
teacher is focusing on one moment in history. 

 
Students are examining our central idea that 'Events in the past impact the present'. Each student is looking at a series 
of pivotal moments in history to understand the context, the options that were available to those present and how those 
actions have influenced events to this day. 

 
Through this, Year 7 and 8 students are learning about: 

The French Revolution 
The Salem Witch Trials 
Apartheid 
The Civil Rights Movement 
Christopher Columbus 
The Creation of the World Wide Web 

 
Students are being modelled the inquiry process through learning about these historical events, and they will then 
conduct their own inquiry on a historical event that interests them. We are looking forward seeing some fantastic inquiry 
learning from the students! 

SPEECHES 
For the first few weeks of term, the Year 7 and 8 students worked hard on their speeches. All students presented their 
speeches to their classes, with some students being selected to present theirs at our school finals. 

 
A big thank you to our fantastic judges Ms Fromow and Miss Cordelle who had the tricky job of selecting winners to 
represent our school at the Remuera Cluster speech finals! 

 
Well done to the following students who made the School finals: 

Jasmine Kaur 
Savannah Bader 
Nathan Vallaidam 
Quinn Aldridge 
Gloria Hart 
Anna Sasso 
Bess Weisz 
Sithev Widanapathirina 
Mayra Singh 
Ariana Singh 
Samaira Bashir 

 
And a huge congratulations to Sithev and Bess who won our speech finals, and will be represented our school at the 
interschool competition! 



Kicks Off Today!
Kicks Off Tod

ay!
Kicks Off Today!

For the next 3 weeks, our students will take part in a school challenge to 
walk 100 million steps and raise $20,000 for a new playground.

It’s time to get moving - our Step-A-Thon starts today! 

Students will log their steps (or Adventure Steps) and find out how far they collectively
walk each week in a virtual tour around the world.

There’s prizes for raising money so set up their fundraising page & share the link with
family & friends today! 

FUNDRAISING: stthomasschoolstepathon.raiseit.co.nz
DETAILS & FAQ: stthomas.school.nz/pta/events

Because active kids are happier, healthier and ready to learn.

Thank you to Edwina, Krissie & the Ray White Ōrākei team for sponsoring this fundraiser!

ADVENTURE & FUNDRAISER
AUG 28 - SEPT 18TH TH



Ice Blocks

Every Friday from 3pm, 
weather allowing

for donating ice blocks to our
Friday fundraiser!

A massive THANK YOU to

KIDS DISCO
Friday

18 September

STEP-A-THON
28 August -

18 September

CALENDAR ART
stay tuned for

more info 

PTA MEETING
9 September

7pm

The PTA is on 
Facebook & Instagram
@ StThomasSchoolPTAPTA NEWSPTA NEWSPTA NEWS

School Disco!

Collect Yummy Apple Stickers &
help us get a share of $200,000

worth of free sports gear! 
Each classroom has collection

sheets & can be found at
YummyFruit.co.nz

Mark Your Calendar: Term 3

Yummy Apple Stickers

Follow Us!



KELLY CLUB ST THOMAS’S UPDATE  

Contact:
Phone:
Email:
Website:

Ian Palmquist
021 0803 3666
stthomas@kellyclub.co.nz
kellyclub.co.nz/st-thomas

What’s been happening…

We had so much fun this week 
celebrating our 'Kelly Club Rocks!' 
theme! The kids turned into mini 
bakers to make some super tasty 
rock cakes, which didn't last long 
at all. We also shared plenty of 
laughs playing 'Find Your Partner' 
and got stuck into painting posters 
to kick off our Stars Award. We've 
loved every minute of it and can't 
wait to see everyone next week!  

What’s happening in the Holidays!







PROGRAMMES
HOLIDAY

To book or for more information please contact:
Caitlin Smardon, Development Programme Officer
T 09 280 4129 or M 021 577 105
E development@aucklandnetball.co.nz

held at both venues

Week One
Commences Mon 28 Sep - Fri 2 Oct

Week Two
Commences Mon 5 Oct - Fri 9 Oct

Auckland Netball Centre
7 Allison Ferguson Drive
St Johns (OSCAR Accredited) 

Windmill Park Venue
48 Windmill Road
Mt Eden

www.aucklandnetball.co.nz

Looking to spark some 
fun for the kids these 
school holidays?

Monday 28th September - Friday 9th October 2026

Choose from our variety of  
action‑packed holiday programmes 
and let your child’s adventure begin!
Including a Multi-Sport Programme!
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